Introductory: Backgrounds and Forerunners
Yeats is the unageing, the outstanding example. But aside
from such an isolated instance, and in spite of the special gifts
which characterize each individual, one may find in the work
of the period under review certain general trends which are
not without interest There is observable a shift from realism
to symbolism, from concern with the outer world to concern
with the inner, from interest in matter to interest in manner
and, after a period of technical triumphs and spiritual disaster
a recrudescence of energy and conviction creating a different
kind of verse. Like the best of the old, it is fed by subterranean
springs though it flows into strange channels. The purpose of
the pages which follow is to examine these changes in more
detail, in the hope of showing not only how modern poetry
differs from the poetry of the past, but in what ways the con-
temporary poet expresses every poet's delight in all that the
senses offer and all that the spirit promises.